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The Word On The Street was founded in 1989 with 
a simple mission: to create a free public festival 
celebrating reading and literacy in Toronto. For three 
decades, we’ve featured thousands of writers to a 
growing audience of book-lovers from Toronto and 
beyond. 

In 2022, we are proud to present our most ambitious 
program to date, starting with the return of our 33rd 
annual festival this weekend at Queen’s Park. This 
summer you can also tune in to our virtual series, 
The City Imagines, and on Sunday, September 25th 
we hope you’ll join us at Evergreen Brick Works for a 
new community pop-up event featuring readings, an 
exhibitor marketplace, kids activities, nature walks 
& more! These programs will showcase even more 
Canadian and Indigenous books here in Toronto and 
across the province.

This weekend we’re excited to present an exciting 
slate of authors from here in Toronto, including 
Rollie Pemberton, Jesse Wente, Emma Healey, Naben 
Ruthnum, Farzana Doctor, and Randy Boyagoda, and 
from across the country, including Heather O’Neill, 
Maude Barlow, Zarqa Nawaz, and Kate Heartfield. 
Our kids programming includes Natalie Hohn, Ruth 
Ohi, Catherine Hernandez, Ted Staunton, and many 
more. We are especially excited to present two 
festival livestreams so that those who can’t join us 
in-person this year can enjoy our festival Main Stage 
and Great Books Marquee online.

WELCOME TO WOTS

WELCOME TO THE WORD ON THE STREET’S 33RD ANNUAL FESTIVAL

I want to take a moment to acknowledge the 
many funding partners who help make our festival 
possible. The Word On The Street is funded by the 
Government of Canada, the Government of Ontario, 
the Canada Council for the Arts, the Ontario Arts 
Council, the Toronto Arts Council, the Ontario 
Cultural Attractions Fund, and Ontario Creates. We 
are also a grateful recipient of a Community Building 
Fund grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation. 

The Word On The Street is more than just a festival: 
it’s a gateway to new stories and ideas. An invitation 
to browse hundreds of new books and magazines. 
An opportunity to learn about writing, publishing, 
and the arts. And most importantly, a forum to 
engage in that continual re-imagining of ourselves to 
which reading is so vital.

Everyone loves a good story. Thank you for being 
part of ours.

David Alexander
Festival Director



5

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the 
Word On The Street book and magazine festival 
(WOTS) 2022. 

I am so pleased that Toronto’s great festivals, including 
WOTS, can resume welcoming large numbers of 
Canadians this year. 

Over the past several decades, WOTS has grown to 
become a fixture of Canada’s literary community. It has 
played host to some of our greatest writers, including 
Margaret Atwood, Stuart McLean, and Robert Munsch. 

As a book-lover, I am an enthusiastic supporter of 
the festival’s commitment to fostering awareness of 
literature, literacy, and Canadian culture. I encourage 
all Torontonians—readers and writers, young and 
old—to attend. This celebration of the written word is 
not to be missed! 

I would also like to thank the dedicated organizers at 
WOTS for their exceptional work in bringing this event 
to fruition. 

Please accept my warmest welcome and best wishes 
for a successful festival.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER OF CANADA LETTER OF GREETING
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As Her Majesty The Queen’s representative in Ontario, 
and as a lover of the written word, I am delighted 
to bring warm greetings to all attending The Word 
On The Street Book & Magazine Festival. Thank you 
for supporting this important cultural event —the 
largest of its kind in Canada! 

Throughout these past two years, we have seen just 
how much people everywhere rely upon the written 
word and the arts. Indeed, we all can find refuge in 
those ideas and stories that sow seeds of goodwill 
within and between us. Ultimately, it is through the 
kind of mutual understanding storytelling promotes 
that our society will not only recover but flourish. 

My gratitude to all of the staff and volunteers who 
make this event possible each year. I have no doubt 
that this year’s festival will be memorable. Please 
enjoy and stay safe.

Elizabeth Dowdeswell

LETTER OF GREETING

MESSAGE FROM THE LIEUTENTANT GOVERNOR OF ONTARIO
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It gives me great pleasure to extend greetings and 
a warm welcome to everyone participating in the 
33rd Word on the Street Annual Book and Magazine 
Festival.

Best wishes to everyone attending this festival for 
readers of all ages that is once again returning to the 
streets of Toronto. It will feature readings from over 
100 authors as well as a large outdoor marketplace 
showcasing the best in Canadian and Indigenous 
literature. Now that we are moving ahead in our 
reopening, I am pleased to see events like yours are 
taking place in our city.

Community events promote and encourage 
residents to connect with each other and participate 
in activities that contribute to the community’s 
strength.

On behalf of Toronto City Council, I wish everyone an 
enjoyable and memorable event. Please accept my 
best wishes for continued success.

John Tory
Mayor of Toronto

LETTER OF GREETING
MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR OF TORONTO
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SPONSORS

MAJOR SPONSOR

ASL PARTNER

GOVERNMENT 
SUPPORT

FRIENDS OF THE 
FESTIVAL

ACCESSIBILITY 
SPONSORS

MEDIA PARTNERS

OFFICIAL PRINT & 
PAPER SUPPLIERS

OFFICIAL BREWERY 
PARTNER

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

Lead Sponsor

The McLean
Foundation

416-555-5555914 Queen Street East
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WOTS Toronto is proud to improve our accessibility 
each year at the festival, with the help of our 
community partners. Our in person and virtual 
programming is 100% free to attendees, and other 
measures we are taking this year include:

FESTIVAL ACCESSIBILITY

ACCESSIBILITY 
SPONSORS

COVID SAFETY

HYBRID PROGRAMMING

We will have ASL interpreters for our children’s 
programming, Across the Universe, and Vibrant 
Voices stages.

Closed Captioning will be available at the festival 
Main Stage and Great Books.

Service animals are welcome in our marketplace and 
programming venues. 

You can catch select WOTS 2022 programming live 
on the WOTS Toronto YouTube channel, where it will 
be available for re-watch as well!

A few of our guest authors will be appearing virtually 
as well, catch them at Great Books!

We encourage all our author guests, marketplace 
exhibitors, and festival attendees to stay masked up 
when it isn’t possible to social distance. 

Our in person programming venues feature socially 
distanced seating arrangements, and will be 
sanitized between events. 

Author signings will take place, but please expect a 
plexiglass barrier between you and the author.

Lead 
Sponsor

ACCESSIBILITY 
MEASURES

CC

416-555-5555914 Queen Street East
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WHEN WE LOST OUR HEADS
Heather O’Neill

NABEN RUTHNUM & RANDY BOYAGODA
Naben Ruthnum
Randy Boyagoda

UNRECONCILED
Jesse Wente

WINNERS AND LOSERS IN THE 
ONTARIO ELECTION
Jordan Himelfarb (host)
Robert Benzie
Martin Regg Cohn
Noor Javed
Kristin Rushowy

STILL HOPEFUL: LESSONS FROM 
A LIFETIME OF ACTIVISM
Maude Barlow

SURVIVING COVID: DID OUR POLITICAL 
AND HEALTH-CARE LEADERS FAIL US?
Saba Eitizaz (host)
Bruce Arthur
Megan Ogilvie
Nadine Yousif

OUR HOUSING NIGHTMARE: WILL IT GET 
WORSE BEFORE IT GETS BETTER?
Tess Kalinowski
David Rider
Maria Iqbal

CHARLIE PETCH & NANCY JO CULLEN 
Charlie Petch
Nancy Jo Cullen

REHEARSALS FOR LIVING
Robyn Maynard

BEDROOM RAPPER
Rollie Pemberton

12:00PM – 
1:00PM

10:00AM – 
11:00AM

1:30PM – 
2:30PM

11:30AM – 
12:30PM

3:00PM – 
4:00PM

1:00PM – 
2:00PM

2:30PM – 
3:30PM

4:30PM – 
5:30PM

4:00PM – 
5:00PM

6:00PM – 
7:00PM
SCHEDULE – MAIN STAGE

SATURDAY JUNE 11 SUNDAY JUNE 12

Live captioning is available at 
this stage

CC
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SCHEDULE – VIBRANT VOICES

DIASPORA DIALOGUES – 
DEBUT FICTION
Aparita Bhandari (moderator)
Dawn Promislow
Sheila Murray
Reema Patel

DIASPORA DIALOGUES – 
CHILDREN’S PUBLISHING
Derek Mascarenhas (moderator)
Salma Hussain
Catherine Hernandez
Nadia L. Hohn

PERSONAL UPHEAVAL
Katie Zdybel
Alex Pugsly

ANTHOLOGY SPOTLIGHT
Panelists To Be Announced

BEST YOUNG WOMAN JOB BOOK
Emma Healey

CELEBRATING THE TRILLIUM AWARD 
FOR POETRY
Panelists To Be Announced

YOU STILL LOOK THE SAME
Farzana Doctor

2022 TRILLIUM BOOK AWARD PANEL
Panelists To Be Announced

LIFE’S POETIC TURNS
Natalie Wee
Shani Mootoo
Andrew Faulkner

THE STORY FROM HERE
Dan K. Woo
Martha Bátiz
Kathy Friedman

12:00PM – 
1:00PM

10:00AM – 
11:00AM

1:30PM – 
2:30PM

11:30AM – 
12:30PM

3:00PM – 
4:00PM

1:00PM – 
2:00PM

2:30PM – 
3:30PM

4:30PM – 
5:30PM

4:00PM – 
5:00PM

6:00PM – 
7:00PM

SATURDAY JUNE 11 SUNDAY JUNE 12

ASL interpretation available 
at this stage
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SCHEDULE – GREAT BOOKS

IN THEIR OWN WORDS – 
YA FEATURE
Bev Katz Rosenbaum (moderator)
Alexandra Mae Jones
Candas Jane Dorsey
Méira Cook

POETICS OF NORTH AMERICA
Madhur Anand
D.A. Lockhart
Michael Fraser

LOVE IN THE AIR
Uzma Jalaluddin (moderator) 
Sonya Singh
Farah Heron
H.N. Khan

THE HUNTER AND THE OLD WOMAN
Pamela Korgemagi

SHORT REFLECTIONS
Kim Fu
Helen Chau Bradley

RIPPLE EFFECT
Rachel McMillan (moderator)
Amita Parikh
Anne Lazurko
Genevieve Graham

FIRST NATION COMMUNITIES 
READ AWARDS

JAMEELA GREEN RUINS 
EVERYTHING
Zarqa Nawaz

STORMING THE STAGE – 
LEE MARACLE’S LEGACY
Cody Caetano
Shannon Webb-Campbell
Drew Hayden Taylor

UNDER PRESSURE
Sandra SG Wong
Elisabeth de Mariaffi
Marissa Stapley

12:00PM – 
1:00PM

10:00AM – 
11:00AM

1:30PM – 
2:30PM

11:30AM – 
12:30PM

3:00PM – 
4:00PM

1:00PM – 
2:00PM

2:30PM – 
3:30PM

4:30PM – 
5:30PM

4:00PM – 
5:00PM

6:00PM – 
7:00PM

SATURDAY JUNE 11 SUNDAY JUNE 12

Live captioning is available at 
this stage

CC
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SCHEDULE – ACROSS THE UNIVERSE

FABULA, MYTHOS, AND 
MODERN STORYTELLING
Nicole Markotić
Jeff Ho
A. J. Vrana
Amanda Leduc

WORTHY SACRIFICES
Terese Mason Pierre (Moderator)
Nic Brewer
Sydney Hegele
Assiyah Jamilla Touré

THE EMBROIDERED BOOK
Kate Heartfield

MAGIC IN OUR BLOOD
Sasha & Sarena Nuana
Deborah Falaye

EARTH UNDONE
Christina Kilbourne 
Christiane Vadnais
Katie Welch

MONTAGUE TWINS: THE DEVIL’S MUSIC
Nathan Page

A MAGIC STEEPED IN POISON
Judy I. Lin

NOT ENOUGH TIME
Jason Guriel (moderator) 
Terri Favro
Victoria Hetherington 
Robert McGill

FEAST ON FANTASY
Panelists To Be Announced

HUMAN FUTURISM
Lindsay B-e
Ben Berman Ghan
Nisa Malli

12:00PM – 
1:00PM

10:00AM – 
11:00AM

1:30PM – 
2:30PM

11:30AM – 
12:30PM

3:00PM – 
4:00PM

1:00PM – 
2:00PM

2:30PM – 
3:30PM

4:30PM – 
5:30PM

4:00PM – 
5:00PM

6:00PM – 
7:00PM

SATURDAY JUNE 11 SUNDAY JUNE 12

ASL interpretation available 
at this stage
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KIDS ACTIVITY ZONE

Joyce Grant – KidsCan Press
The information around us can be confusing 
sometimes, join Joyce Grant in untangling fact from 
fiction in the media. 

Andrew Larsen – KidsCan Press
How will you fill the empty page before you? Express 
your very own squiggly story author and illustrator 
Andrew Larson. 

12:00PM – 12:45PM CHOOSE KINDNESS
Ruth Ohi – Scholastic Canada
Join author and illustrator Ruth Ohi for a guided 
drawing session!

1:00PM – 1:45PM THE FAMILY TREE
Sean Dixon – Tundra
What does your family look like? Map your family 
tree with author Sean Dixon!

2:00PM – 2:45PM  CHARACTERMAKER
presented by StoryPlanet
Come collaborate to create fantastic characters with 
professional comic artists!

3:00PM – 3:45PM ZINE MAKING
J Wallace Skelton – Flamingo Rampant
Collage! Imagination! Collaboration! Learn how 
to put together your very own zine with j wallace 
skelton. 

4:00PM – 4:45PM CAN YOU BELIEVE IT?

10:00AM – 10:45AM WHEN I LISTEN TO 
SILENCE

Carmen Mok – Groundwood Books
A guided activity with illustrator Carmen Mok, fill a 
paper window with a quiet scene.

11:00AM – 11:45AM DETAILS! DETAILS!
Presented by the Ripple Foundation
In this Write It Workshop (grades 4-8), you will learn 
how descriptive details enhance stories, engage 
readers, and evoke interest by stimulating the senses.

STAGE BREAK

1:00PM – 1:45PM HOUSE NEXT DOOR
Claudine Crangle – Groundwood Books
Build your own paper house next door with author 
Claudine Crangle.

2:00PM – 2:45PM HANMOJI HANDBOOK
Jason Li – Candlewick Press
Learn how emojis can help you learn Chinese Han 
characters with author Jason Li.

3:00PM – 3:45PM ANOTHER SQUIGGLY 
STORY

SATURDAY JUNE 11 SUNDAY JUNE 12

ASL interpretation available 
at this stage
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KIDS LITERATURE TENT

Ted Staunton & Josh Rosen – Scholastic Canada

12:30PM – 12:50PM SUN IN MY TUMMY
Laura Alary – Pajama Press

1:00PM – 1:20PM SUN WISHES
Patricia Storms – Groundwood Books

1:30PM – 1:50PM AMIK
Sharon King – Kegedonce Books

2:00PM – 2:20PM NOODIN’S PERFECT DAY
Ansley Simpson – Flamingo Rampant

2:30PM – 2:50PM PINK IS FOR EVERYBODY
Ella Russell – OwlKids Books

3:00PM – 3:20PM ABUELITA AND ME
Leonarda Carranza – Annick Press

3:30PM – 3:50PM METATRON’S CHILDREN
Chy Ryan Spain – Flamingo Rampant

4:00PM – 4:45PM VALHAMSTER BOOK 
LAUNCH

Angela Misri – DCB

5:00PM – 5:45PM THE GOOD FIGHT

10:00AM – 10:20AM ROOM FOR MORE
Michelle Kadarusman – Pajama Press

10:30AM – 10:50AM LIZZY AND THE CLOUD
Terry & Eric Fan – Simon & Schuster

11:00AM – 11:20AM THE SOUR CHERRY TREE
Naseem Hrab – KidsCan Press

11:30AM – 11:50AM WHEN MOM’S AWAY
Layla Ahmad – Second Story Press

12:00PM – 12:20PM MALAIKA’S SURPRISE
Nadia L. Hohn – Groundwood Books

12:30PM – 12:50PM WHERE DO YOUR 
FEELINGS LIVE?

Catherine Hernandez – HarperCollins Canada

1:00PM – 1:20PM HOW TO SPOT A 
SASQUATCH

 J. Torres – OwlKids Books

1:30PM – 2:15PM GRAPHIC NOVEL 
RETELLINGS

Swan Lake, Megan Kearney – HarperCollins

2:30PM – 3:15PM WRITING HEROINES
Secret Diary of Mona Hasan, Salma Hussain – Tundra 
Girl of the Southern Sea, Michelle Kadarusman – 
Pajama Press

3:30PM – 4:15PM FRIENDS LIKE THESE
Like A Duck, Deborah Kerbel – Scholastic Canada
Eight Days, Teresa Toten – Scholastic Canada

SATURDAY JUNE 11 SUNDAY JUNE 12

MIDDLE GRADE

EARLY READERS EARLY READERS

MIDDLE GRADE

ASL interpretation available 
at this stage
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 It’s good to be back, Toronto!

Discover these books and more at the HarperCollins Canada Booth

Shop 30% Off 
New Releases 
for Summer

  
CHURCH HAT 
Author: Debra Williams 

Children need to read 
books about other 
children who look like 
them. CHURCH HAT is a 
children’s book about a 
revealing conversation 
between a young Black 
boy and his Mother 
when she finds him 
playing dressup, trying 
on her fancy hats. 
Beautifully illustrated, 
the rhyming narrative 
captures a parent's 
loving guidance and the 
joy of emotional safety 
in being accepted in a 
home where you 
belong. It's a story for 

the whole family. If you are looking for a way to talk 
with your child about feelings that they are different, 
this story has tolerance and encouragement with a 
positive message on supporting a child to be their 
authentic self. Buy a copy and share how love always 
wins. Follow @mybestlifebooks on Instagram for more 
publications by this Black Canadian author.  
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OFFICIAL BOOKSELLERS

ANOTHER STORY 
BOOKSHOP 
Booth N05

Another Story Bookshop is a west-end based Indie 
Bookshop with a focus on social justice, equity and 
diversity. We have a fantastic selection of children’s 
and young adult books, and a very active events 
programme. 

Come visit us on Roncesvalles or check us out at 
anotherstory.ca!

BAKKA BOOKS 
Booth E11

Bakka Books first opened its doors in 1972 on 
Toronto’s Queen West strip, stocking genre fiction, 
comics, and nerd stuff of all types. The name, Bakka, 
was taken from Frank Herbert’s Dune, and means ‘the 
weeper who mourns for all mankind’.

In the 50 years since opening, the store has changed 
owners, locations, and even its name (slightly); we’ve 
hosted the cast of Star Wars, George R.R. Martin, and 
countless local authors and been a reliable day job 
and community hangout space for Toronto genre 
authors, including Leah Bobet, Cory Doctorow, Nalo 
Hopkinson, Tanya Huff, Fiona Patton, Michelle Sagara 
West, Robert J. Sawyer, Karina Sumner-Smith, and 
Tara Tallan.

What hasn’t changed: our knowledge of, 
commitment to, and sheer darned enjoyment of 
science fiction and fantasy. Celebrating our 50th 
anniversary this year, we’re North America’s oldest 
science fiction and fantasy bookstore, and we’re 
proud to be part of the greater community.

ELLA MINNOW 
Booth KS5 

Ella Minnow is a charming oasis in the Upper 
Beaches neighbourhood filled with books, puzzles, 
crafts, games, stuffed animals, loot bag items and 
clever gifts for babies, children of all ages, young 
adults and adults. We’re known for our expert 
recommendations, helping parents and kids find the 
right book to read right now.

In addition to supporting our local community, we 
work closely with daycares and schools across the 
GTA, helping fill library shelves with popular and 
important books, sharing our deep book knowledge 
(especially in the area of social-emotional wellbeing), 
and running fun book fairs.

Visit us in-store or online – we look forward to seeing 
you!

QUEEN BOOKS 
Booth W11 

Queen Books is an independently owned general 
interest community bookshop located in Toronto’s 
east end. We strive to connect all  readers with their 
next special book and we have a strong focus on 
representation and diverse voices, along with a large 
children’s section.

416-555-5555914 Queen Street East
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NON-PROFIT, HOME-DELIVERED  ///  SUBSCRIBE AT WWW.WESTENDPHOENIX.COM  ///  CATCHMENT: $75. BEYOND: $110. SINGLE ISSUE: $10  ///  Slow print for fast times

APRIL 2020

stories about the  
ways we came together – 
on the court, the pitch, 
the hill, the ice. 
Until we can again

27  

NON-PROFIT, HOME-DELIVERED  ///  SUBSCRIBE AT WWW.WESTENDPHOENIX.COM  ///  CATCHMENT: $75. BEYOND: $110. SINGLE ISSUE: $10  ///  Slow print for fast times

JULY 2020

BUILDING  
BLACKNESS,  

BRICK BY  
BRICK

A look back at our favourite stories celebrating Black 
excellence and the way it’s transforming our city 

“Cavalier Noir” by Lego 
artist Ekow Nimako 

NON-PROFIT, HOME-DELIVERED  ///  SUBSCRIBE AT WWW.WESTENDPHOENIX.COM  ///  CATCHMENT: $75. BEYOND: $110. SINGLE ISSUE: $10  ///  Slow print for fast times
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DOUBLE 
ISSUE!
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OVER
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NON-PROFIT, HOME-DELIVERED  ///  SUBSCRIBE AT WWW.WESTENDPHOENIX.COM  ///  CATCHMENT: $75. BEYOND: $110. SINGLE ISSUE: $10  ///  Slow print for fast times

APRIL 2020

stories about the  
ways we came together – 
on the court, the pitch, 
the hill, the ice. 
Until we can again

27  
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EXHIBITOR LISTINGS

A.J. Vrana
ABC Bookstore
Afro 101
Ampersand Review of Writing & 
Publishing
Annick Press
Another Story Bookshop
Arc Poetry Magazine
Bakka Phoenix Books
Book*hug Press
Brick Books
Brick, A Literary Journal
Broken Pencil: Magazine of Zine 
Culture and the Independent Arts
Canadian Children’s Book Centre
Children’s Book Bank
Christina Strigas
Coach House Books
Colour Happy
Colour Their World
Cormorant Books
Darrell Epp
Doodle Paw Press
Dundurn Press
East Within West
ECW Press 
EDGEUKID
Elgin House Press
Ella Minnow Children’s Bookstore
Exile Editions/Exile Quarterly
Eye of Newt Books
First Book Canada
Flamingo Rampant
Frontier College
Get Outside
Glissade Productions
Happily Ever After Books
HarperCollins Canada
House of Anansi Press and 
Groundwood Books
Humber Literary Review

International Dyslexia Association 
Ontario
Immigrant Writers Association
Inkblot Press
Invisible Publishing
Jeff Cottrill
Judy Cook
La Marelle Bleue
Latitude 46 Publishing
Literary Press Group of Canada
Maisonneuve
Mansfield Press
Maple Leaf Publishing Inc
Mesdames of Mayhem
My Best Life Books 
Ontario Teacher’s Federation
OWLKIDS
Pandora Skyes
Penguin Random House Canada
Phyllis Bordo Books 
Poniard Press
Porcupine’s Quill
Press Pause TO
Pulp Literature Press
Queen Books
Rachel Greening Writes
Read Between The Vines
Renaissance Press
Renat’s Left Hand
Ripple Foundation
ROM
Russell Brooks
Second Story Press
Serenade Jewels & Accessories
Sheridan College
Silva Redigonda
Simon & Schuster
Snookbooks
Stelliform Press
Story Planet
The FOLD (Festival of Literary Diversity)

E21B
W15
E25B
E17

N01
N05
E16B
E11
W06
W09B
E14A
E14B

W20
W17
W05A
W08
E24B
E27B
E06
E19A
KS2A
E08
E18A
N01
KS6
E22B
KS5
E04
E19B
W21
KS8A
W16
KS2B
W04B
E05A
E01
W10

E13B

KS7

W02B
E03A
W09A
E21A
E26A
KS8B
E07B
E09
E15B
W12B
W14
W02A
KS9A
KS4
KS1
W05B
N03
E27A
E23B
E07A
E03B
E15A
W11
E25A
E20B
E10B
E20A
W18
N04B
E23A
KS3
E02B
W03A
E24A
N06
W13
E10A
W19
N04A

EXHIBITOR EXHIBITOR
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THE AMPERSAND 
REVIEW 
Booth E17

The Ampersand Review of Writing & Publishing is a 
literary magazine published by the Honours Bachelor 
of Creative Writing & Publishing Program at Sheridan 
College. We publish poetry, fiction, creative non-
fiction, essays, interviews, and book reviews.

Our mission at The Ampersand Review is rooted 
in the belief that reading is both enjoyable and 
enlightening, and that writing in Canada is dynamic, 
diverse, and worth celebrating. In our pages we seek 
to provide a venue for excellent, innovative writing 
from across the country, representing literary voices 
from a vibrant spectrum of identities, intersections, 
backgrounds, creativities, and lived experiences. 

EXHIBITOR LISTINGS

BOOK*HUG PRESS
Booth W06

Celebrating adventures in literary publishing since 
2004, Book*hug Press is a radically optimistic 
independent publisher working at the forefront of 
contemporary book culture. We publish acclaimed 
and award-winning books of literary fiction, 
nonfiction, poetry, and literature in translation by 
emerging and established literary writers. Book*hug 
quickly established itself as having a strong and 
recognizable brand, and readers turn to us for 
work that is engaging and intelligent. Book*hug 
is deeply committed to building a more equitable 
and inclusive publishing landscape by amplifying 
culturally diverse voices whose work has been 
historically underrepresented and to producing born 
accessible editions of our titles.

The New Quarterly
The Queensway
The Walrus
TOComix Press
Toronto Romance Writers
Toronto Public Library Workers Union 
Local 4948
Vallum Society for Education in Arts 
and Letters

E13A
W04A
E12
E18B
E05B
KS4

E16A

EXHIBITOR EXHIBITOR

West End Phoenix
Willie Handler
Wolsak and Wynn Publishers
Write Bloody North
Zelpha Comics
Zenia Wadhwani

W01
E22A
W07
W12A
E02A
E26B
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EXHIBITOR LISTINGS

CORMORANT BOOKS
Booth E06

Cormorant Books is committed to publishing the 
best new work in the area of literary fiction and non-
fiction for the adult market. Since 1986, the company 
has published top-quality, culturally significant works 
by diverse voices from throughout Canada. DCB, 
the children’s literature imprint, publishes fiction 
and non-fiction for middle grade and young adult 
readers. The books published by Cormorant and DCB 
have been nominated for hundreds of awards, from 
the Scotiabank Giller Prize to the Governor General’s 
Literary Awards. The company has been nominated 
nine times for the Libris Award for Small Press 
Publisher of the Year, and has won it three times.

DEBRA WILLIAMS 
Booth KS9A

Children need to read books about other children 
who look like them. CHURCH HAT is a children’s book 
for the whole family by Black Canadian author Debra 
Williams. Her rhyming narrative shares a revealing 
conversation between a young Black boy and his 
Mother when she finds him playing dressup, trying 
on her fancy hats. Beautifully illustrated, the story 
captures a parent’s loving guidance and the joy of 
emotional safety in being accepted in a home where 
you belong. This story is a positive message about 
how love always wins. Follow her on Instagram at @
mybestlifebooks.

DOODLE PAW PRESS
Booth KS2A

Delightful and fun children’s books for kids aged 2-8, 
introducing little ones to concepts such as bravery, 
emotional literacy and self esteem and to other 
topics including food, animals, outer space, rainbows, 
plants, chess and more.  

Our “Hello” Food series is an adorable collection of 
‘recipe’ books featuring your kids’ favourite foods 
from pizza and pasta to cookies and birthday cake. 
And our other “Hello” books introduce kids to topics 
while teaching them how to say hello in other 
languages. 

Kids positivity journals and colouring books available 
as well. Books are self-published by Amanda Minuk. 
Visit amandaminuk.com

DOODLE
Paw
PRESS

EDITORS TORONTO
editors.ca/branch/toronto

Editors Toronto is a branch of Editors Canada, a 
national association with more than 1,300 members 
across the country and more than 300 in the GTA. 
We meet regularly throughout the year for engaging 
programs featuring dynamic speakers on topics of 
interest to editors. We also offer online seminars for 
the general public and businesses, including our new 
Plain Language Seminar. To learn more about our 
networking events, volunteer opportunities, and the 
inner workings of the branch, email us at toronto@
editors.ca or visit us online (editors.ca/branch/
toronto) on Facebook (facebook.com/EACToronto/) 
and Twitter (@EditorsToronto). 
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JEFF COTTRILL
Booth E21A

A violent mob disrupts the East Toronto funeral 
service for unemployed loner Paul Shoreditch. 
Meanwhile, aspiring journalist Jackie Roberts 
discovers a bizarre online community that has been 
sullying Paul’s name for years. What did Paul do to 
these people? Jeff Cottrill’s Hate Story is an offbeat 
mix of satire and mystery that dares to tackle some of 
the most fiery and controversial social topics of our 
generation. Darkly funny, subversive and sometimes 
outrageous, Hate Story takes a sledgehammer to the 
disturbing modern trend of Internet bullying and 
shaming. Available in print or e-book from Amazon 
and Barnes & Noble.

GLISSADE PRODUCTIONS 
Booth W04B

Agota Gabor grew up in Budapest, Hungary, and 
attended the ballet school of the Hungarian State 
Opera House. After fleeing Budapest with her 
mother during the Hungarian Revolution, Agota 
settled in Canada, where she became a dancer in 
Montreal. During the 1960s and ’70s, Agota worked 
in television production and went back to school 
to receive a degree in journalism. After traveling 
the world as a freelance reporter, she founded The 
Gabor Group, a media company specializing in 
public awareness campaigns. In 2020, she wrote a 
handbook on communications and media interviews. 
Forever on Pointe is her debut memoir.

OWLKIDS
Booth KS1

Discover award-winning magazines for unique 
content perfect for kids ages 3-6. Chirp (ages 
3-6), Chickadee (ages 6-9) and Owl (ages 9-13) 
offer quality, engaging, timely, and fun content to 
foster reading and learning. They are bursting with 
activities, animal facts, jokes, comics, feature stories, 
puzzles, and more. We are dedicated and devoted 
to help a broad audience of children explore and 
understand the world around them.

THE INTERNATIONAL 
DYSLEXIA ASSOCIATION 
OF ONTARIO 
Booth KS7

The International Dyslexia Association of Ontario is 
a non-profit charitable, volunteer-run organization. 
IDA Ontario provides information and support to 
individuals with dyslexia and their families, as well 
as educators and other professionals. Our mission is 
to create a future for all individual who struggle with 
dyslexia and other related reading differences so 
that they may have access to the tools and resources 
they need. Visit our booth at WOTS and website for 
resources, advocacy information and webinars.
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TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY 
WORKERS UNION
Booth KS4

Join the Toronto Public Library Workers as we 
celebrate all things literary. Visit our booth for 
giveaways, swag and surprises!

The Toronto Public Library Workers Union (TPLWU), 
CUPE Local 4948, represents the 2,000 workers at 
North America’s largest and busiest public library.

1 in 5 Torontonians (20%) visit a TPL branch at least 
once a week. Our trained and professional members 
create a welcoming environment for patrons to learn, 
grow and have fun (quietly of course).

Toronto loves its library. Come whoop it up with 
those who make it work. See you on the street! 

RENAT’S LEFT HAND
Booth E20A

Renat’s Left Hand life’s is a poem written in Russia and 
being read in Canada. 

He’s the author of four self-published poetry zines — 
Twenty Eight Poems, Love Letter to Nova Scotia, Cafe 
24-hour Loneliness and Twelve Thousand Six Hundred 
and Eighty Six Steps.

These are zines about relationships and insecurities. 
Zines about road trips. Zines about loneliness and 
zines about grief. Zines about me. Come and pick any 
zine you want. It’s yours.

SECOND STORY PRESS 
Booth KS3

Second Story Press is dedicated to publishing 
feminist-inspired books for adults and young readers. 
Our books explore themes of social justice, human 
rights, equality, and ability issues. Find award-
winning children’s books like Hana’s Suitcase and 
I Am Not a Number. Discover the Mighty Muskrats 
middle grade mystery series, hailed as an Indigenous 
take on the Hardy Boys. Pick up Sophie Labelle’s 
latest novel, Wish Upon a Satellite, the newest 
adventure for her non-binary trans teen protagonist, 
Ciel. Browse our collection of feminist baby board 
books and peruse a selection of our adult mysteries 
and non-fiction.

WRITE BLOODY NORTH
Booth W12A

Write Bloody North is an independent press entirely 
dedicated to publishing and collaborating with the 
legends of Canadian spoken word. Seeking to exhibit 
the diversity and breadth of craft present in this 
flourishing subculture, Write Bloody North is working 
tirelessly to establish new grassroots distribution 
models while experimenting with emerging digital 
technologies and platforms. Our latest book, Friends 
Without Bodies, by Juno award nominee Brendan 
McLeod, will soon be widely available wherever 
books are sold but you can get the full experience 
by purchasing a book straight from his hands at our 
booth this weekend!
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When you accept 
nothing you change 
everything.

Truth we need for the world we want.
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SATURDAY JUNE 11

Heather O’Neill is a novelist, short-story writer 
and essayist. Her most recent bestselling novel, 
The Lonely Hearts Hotel, won the Paragraphe Hugh 
MacLennan Prize for Fiction and was longlisted for 
the Women’s Prize for Fiction and CBC’s Canada 
Reads. Her previous work, which includes Lullabies 
for Little Criminals, The Girl Who Was Saturday Night 
and Daydreams of Angels, has been shortlisted for 
the Governor General’s Literary Award for Fiction, 
the Orange Prize for Fiction and the Scotiabank Giller 
Prize two years in a row. She has won CBC’s Canada 
Reads and the Danuta Gleed Award. Born and raised 
in Montreal, O’Neill lives there with her daughter.

Marie Antoine is the charismatic, spoiled daughter 
of a sugar baron. At age twelve, with her pile of 
blond curls and unparalleled sense of whimsy, she’s 
the leader of all the children in the Golden Mile, the 
affluent strip of nineteenth-century Montreal where 
powerful families live. Until one day in 1873, when 
Sadie Arnett, dark-haired, sly and brilliant, moves to 
the neighbourhood.

Marie and Sadie are immediately inseparable. United 
by their passion and intensity, they attract and repel 
each other in ways that set them both on fire. Marie, 
with her bubbly charm, sees all the pleasure of the 
world, whereas Sadie’s obsession with darkness is all-
consuming. Soon, their childlike games take on the 
thrill of danger and then become deadly.

Forced to separate, the girls spend their teenage 
years engaging in acts of alternating innocence and 
depravity, until a singular event unites them once 
more, with devastating effects. After Marie inherits 

Heather O’Neill When We Lost Our Heads

WHEN WE LOST OUR HEADS12:00PM - 1:00PM

her father’s sugar empire and Sadie disappears into 
the city’s gritty underworld, the working class begins 
to foment a revolution. Each woman will play an 
unexpected role in the events that upend their city—
the only question is whether they will find each other 
once more. • Published by HarperCollins

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.
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including his grandmother’s experience in residential 
school, and citing his own frequent incidents of racial 
profiling by police who’d stop him on the streets, 
Wente unpacks the discrepancies between his 
personal identity and how non-Indigenous people 
view him. • Published by Allen Lane

UNRECONCILED1:30PM - 2:30PM

Jesse Wente is an Anishinaabe writer, broadcaster, 
and arts leader. Born and raised in Toronto, his 
family comes from Chicago and Genaabaajing 
Anishinaabek and he is a member of the Serpent 
River First Nation. Best known for more than two 
decades spent as a columnist for CBC Radio’s Metro 
Morning, he also worked at the Toronto International 
Film Festival for eleven years. In February 2018 
he was named the first Executive Director of the 
Indigenous Screen Office. Wente was appointed 
Chair of the Canada Council for the Arts in 2020, the 
only First Nations person to ever hold the position.

Part memoir and part manifesto, Unreconciled is 
a stirring call to arms to put truth over the flawed 
concept of reconciliation, and to build a new, 
respectful relationship between the nation of Canada 
and Indigenous peoples.
 
Jesse Wente remembers the exact moment he 
realized that he was a certain kind of Indian--a 
stereotypical cartoon Indian. He was playing softball 
as a child when the opposing team began to war-
whoop when he was at bat. It was just one of many 
incidents that formed Wente’s understanding of 
what it means to be a modern Indigenous person in 
a society still overwhelmingly colonial in its attitudes 
and institutions.
 
As the child of an American father and an 
Anishinaabe mother, Wente grew up in Toronto with 
frequent visits to the reserve where his maternal 
relations lived. By exploring his family’s history, 

MAIN STAGE

Jesse Wente Unreconciled

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.

SATURDAY JUNE 11
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3:00PM - 4:00PM

In this timely book, Barlow counters the prevailing 
atmosphere of pessimism that surrounds us and 
offers lessons of hope that she has learned from a 
lifetime of activism. She has been a linchpin in three 
major movements in her life: second-wave feminism, 
the battle against free trade and globalization, and 
the global fight for water justice. From each of these 
she draws her lessons of hope, emphasizing that 
effective activism is not really about the goal, rather 
it is about building a movement and finding like-
minded people to carry the load with you. Barlow 
knows firsthand how hard fighting for change can 
be. But she also knows that change does happen and 
that hope is the essential ingredient. • Published by 
ECW Press

STILL HOPEFUL: LESSONS FROM A LIFETIME OF ACTIVISM

Maude Barlow is the bestselling author of 20 books. 
She sits on the board of Food & Water Watch, the 
Global Alliance for the Rights of Nature, and is a 
councillor with the World Future Council. She served 
as senior water advisor to the UN General Assembly 
and was a leader in the campaign to have water 
recognized as a human right. She is the recipient of 
fourteen honorary doctorates, the Right Livelihood 
Award and is the current chancellor of Brescia 
University. She lives in Ottawa, Ontario.

Maude Barlow Still Hopeful: Lessons from 
a Lifetime of Activism

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.

SATURDAY JUNE 11
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Why I Was Late fuses text with performance, bringing 
a transmasculine wisdom, humour, and experience 
to bear upon tailgates, spaceships, and wrestling 
rings. Fierce, tender, convention re-inventing — 
Petch works hard. And whether it’s as a film union 
lighting technician, a hospital bed allocator, a 
Toronto hot dog vendor, or a performer/player of the 
musical saw, the work is survival. Heroes are found in 
unexpected places, elevated by both large and small 
gestures of kindness, accountability and acceptance. 
No subject — grief, disability, kink, sexuality, gender 
politics, violence — is off limits.

A poet so good at drag they had everyone convinced 
that they were a woman for the first forty years of 
their life, Petch has somehow brought the stage and 
its attendant thrills into the book. Better late than. 
And better. • Published by Brick Books

Charlie Petch (they/he) is a disabled/queer/
transmasculine poet, librettist, playwright,  mentor & 
musician. Petch received the Golden Beret, from The 
League of Canadian Poets. Their book Why I Was Late 
(Brick Books), was listed on The Walrus’ best of 2021. 
They have featured on CBC’s Q, and founded Queer 
Slam. www.charliecpetch.com

Nothing Will Save Your Life is an explosion of pop 
culture, femininity, sex, religion and motherhood 
held together with humour and lightened with 
fragments of joy. In this book Nancy Jo Cullen 
has created a collection that is deeply rooted in 
the messy day-to-day of life but takes on serious 
issues such as body image, aging, climate change, 
capitalism and even death – containing it all within 
traditional poetic forms. From kitten videos to 
confirmation bias to cucumber diets to vintage 
Vivienne Westwood, these poems are a whirlwind 
of constrained energy. Sometimes neurotic, 
sometimes bawdy, sometimes tender – they are 
always irresistible to the reader, drawing us deep 
into Cullen’s world where she pulls apart society to 
show us just what it is to be alive in this moment. • 
Published by Wolsak & Wynn

Nancy Jo Cullen’s poetry and fiction have 
appeared in The Puritan, Grain, filling Station, 
Plenitude, Prairie Fire, Arc, This Magazine, Best 
Canadian Poetry 2018, Room, Journey Prize and Best 
Canadian Fiction 2012. Nancy is the 2010 recipient 
for the Dayne Ogilvie Prize for LGBTQ+ Emerging 
Writers. She’s published three collections of poetry 
with Frontenac House and a collection of short 
stories, Canary, with Biblioasis. Her first novel, The 
Western Alienation Merit Badge, was shortlisted for 
the 2020 Amazon Canada First Novel Award.

CHARLIE PETCH & NANCY JO CULLEN 4:30PM - 5:30PM

MAIN STAGE

Nancy Jo Cullen Charlie PetchNothing Will Save Your 
Life

Why I Was Late

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.

SATURDAY JUNE 11
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Rollie Pemberton is a writer, rapper, producer, 
poet and activist who performs under the name 
Cadence Weapon. He won the 2021 Polaris Music 
Prize for his album Parallel World. His writing has 
been published in Pitchfork, The Guardian, Wired 
and Hazlitt. Currently based in Toronto, Pemberton 
was a former Poet Laureate in his hometown of 
Edmonton.

  Bedroom Rapper is a book for obsessive music fans 
who are looking for the definitive take on what’s 
happened in the last two decades of hip hop, from 
Cadence Weapon, aka Rollie Pemberton: Pitchfork 
critic, award-winning musician, producer, DJ, and 
poet laureate.

Tracing his roots from recording beats in his mom’s 
attic in Edmonton to performing with some of the 
most recognizable names in rap and electronic 
music—De La Soul, Public Enemy, Mos Def, 
Questlove, Diplo, and more—Polaris Prize winner 
Rollie Pemberton, a.k.a Cadence Weapon, captures 
the joy in finding yourself, and how a sense of place 
and purpose entwines inextricably with a music 
scene.
 
From competitive basement family karaoke to 
touring Europe, from fights with an exploitative label 
to finding his creative voice, from protesting against 

BEDROOM RAPPER6:00PM - 7:00PM

gentrification to using his music to centre political 
change, Rollie charts his own development alongside 
a shifting musical landscape. As Rollie finds his feet, 
the bottom falls out of the industry, and he captures 
the way so many artists were able to make a nimble 
name for themselves while labels floundered. • 
Published by McClelland & Stewart

MAIN STAGE

Rollie Pemberton Bedroom Rapper

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.

SATURDAY JUNE 11
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Osman Shah is a pitstop on his white colleague Olivia 
Robinson’s quest for corporate domination at AAP, 
an edutech startup determined to automate higher 
education. Osman, obsessed by Olivia’s ability to 
successfully disguise ambition and self-interest as 
collectivist diversity politics, is bent on exposing 
her. Aided by his colleague turned comrade-in-
arms Nena, who loathes and tolerates him in equal 
measure, Osman delves into Olivia’s twisted past. 
But at every turn, he’s stymied by his unfailing gift 
for cruel observation, which he turns with most 
ferocity on himself, without ever noticing what it is 
that stops him from connecting to anyone in his past 
or present. As Osman loses his grip on his family, 
Nena, and everything he thought was essential to his 
identity, he confronts an enemy who may simply be 
too good at her job to be defeated.

A Hero of Our Time cracks the veneer of well-
intentioned race conversations in the West, 
dismantles cheery narratives of progress through 
tech and “streamlined” education, and exposes the 
venomous self-congratulation and devouring lust 
for wealth, power, and property that lurks beneath. • 
Published by McClelland & Stewart

Naben Ruthnum’s most recent works are the novel 
A Hero of Our Time and the horror novella Helpmeet. 
He’s written thrillers as Nathan Ripley, and also writes 
for the screen.

Middle-aged, married, but living on his own, Prin 
has lost his way. Desperate for money and purpose, 
he moves to small-town Indiana to work for an 
evangelical millionaire who’s building a theme park 
inspired by Dante’s Inferno. He quickly becomes 
involved in the difficult lives of his co-workers 
and in the wider struggles of their opioid-ravaged 
community while trying to reconcile with his 
distant wife and distant God. Both projects spin 
out of control, and when a Black teenager is killed, 
creationists, politicians and protesters alike descend. 
In the midst of this American chaos, Prin risks 
everything to help the lost and angry souls around 
him while searching for his own way home.

Following Original Prin, a New York Times Book 
Review Editor’s Choice and Globe and Mail Best Book, 
Dante’s Indiana is affecting and strange, intimate and 
big-hearted—an extraordinary journey through the 
darkly divine comedies of our time. • Published by 
Biblioasis

Randy Boyagoda is a novelist, literary critic, and 
professor of English at the University of Toronto. His 
latest novel is Dante’s Indiana. He lives in Toronto 
with his wife and four children. 

NABEN RUTHNUM & RANDY BOYAGODA10:00AM - 11:00AM

SUNDAY JUNE 12

Randy Boyagoda Naben RuthnumDante’s Indiana A Hero of Our Time

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.
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An in-depth look at what happened in the Ontario 
election and why, plus what the future holds for the 
leaders of major parties and what Ontario residents 
can expect to see in the coming months at Queen’s 
Park. Toronto Star political journalists examine the 
fallout from June 2 election.

Jordan Himelfarb is a managing editor at the 
Toronto Star where he oversees political, national and 
international coverage. Previously, he was the politics 
editor, with oversight of the Ottawa, Queen’s Park 
and Washington bureaus. Himelfarb joined the paper 
in 2012, working with the editorial board before 
moving over to news.

Robert Benzie is Queen’s Park Bureau Chief for 
the Toronto Star. He is responsible for coordinating 
the provincial political coverage for Canada’s 
largest circulation newspaper. Before joining the 
Star in 2003, he covered Queen’s Park and Toronto 
City Hall for the National Post, a paper he helped 
launch as its Deputy Toronto Editor in 1998. Prior 

Martin Regg Cohn writes a political column for the 
Toronto Star focusing on Ontario politics. A foreign 
correspondent for 11 years, he was chief of the 
Middle East and Asia bureaus, then Foreign Editor. 
He has been nominated five times for the National 
Newspaper Award. He previously covered national 
politics from Ottawa. He runs the Democracy Forum 
at Toronto Metropolitan University, and is a Senior 
Fellow at the Munk School of Global Affairs and 
Public Policy at U of T.

Kristin Rushowy is a reporter in the Queen’s Park 
bureau, covering Ontario politics. Prior to that, 
she spent 15 years on the education beat, with a 
particular focus on early years and the provincial 
government move to full-day kindergarten. She was 
part of the Star’s 2011 National Newspaper Award-
winning team for breaking news coverage of the G20 
summit, and worked on the Star’s Autism Project, 
which was nominated for a National Newspaper 
Award as well as a Michener Award for public service 
journalism.

Noor Javed is an award-winning reporter with the 
Toronto Star who covers everything from suburban 
city politics to features and human interest stories 
about diverse communities in the GTA. A veteran 
reporter, Noor received an honourable mention at 
the 2022 Canadian Hillman Prize for her investigation 
of connections between politicians and developers 
involved in Ontario’s highway projects.

WINNERS AND LOSERS IN THE ONTARIO ELECTION11:30AM - 12:30PM

SUNDAY JUNE 12

Robert Benzie Martin Regg Cohn Kristin RushowyJordan Himelfarb
(host)

to that, he worked for the Toronto Sun and the 
Ottawa Sun. Benzie has covered countless elections 
and leadership contests at federal, provincial and 
municipal levels. In 2010, Benzie received the Mary 
Deanne Shears Award as the Toronto Star’s reporter 
of the year.

Noor Javed
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A look at how the Ontario government and public 
health-care officials handled the pandemic, from 
closures and lockdowns to fake news, protests and 
ever-changing advice. What lessons did we learn? 
Toronto Star journalists provide behind-the-scenes 
insights into the biggest health-care crisis of our 
time.

Saba Eitizaz is the co-host and producer of the 
Toronto Star’s daily news podcast “This Matters”.  She 
is an award-winning international journalist who has 
previously worked for the CBC, BBC World Service 
and Voice of America.

Bruce Arthur is a Toronto-based columnist for the 
Star. He was named the 2012 sportswriter of the year 
by Sports Media Canada and is also a contributor to 
TSN and TSN Radio.

Megan Ogilvie is a Toronto-based health reporter for 
the Star. She has a graduate degree in science writing 
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
has spent much of her 15-year journalism career 
writing about science, health and medicine. Megan 
has authored three successful series for the Star, 
including the popular nutrition column, The Dish, 
and more recently, Tree of the Week. Since March 
2020, Megan has been a key member of the Star 
team covering the COVID-19 pandemic.

Nadine Yousif is a Toronto-based reporter for the 
Star, covering mental health. A graduate of Carleton 
University’s School of Journalism, she has also 
worked for Maclean’s Magazine, Star Edmonton, The 
Globe and Mail, the New Brunswick Telegraph-Journal 
and StarMetro Halifax. Nadine originally hails from 
Baghdad, Iraq, and has previously lived across the 
Middle East for a decade.

SURVIVING COVID: DID OUR POLITICAL AND HEALTH-CARE LEADERS FAIL US?1:00PM - 2:00PM

Saba Eitizaz (host) Bruce Arthur Megan Ogilvie Nadine Yousif

SUNDAY JUNE 12
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Real estate prices are soaring; affordable housing is in 
short supply and rents are climbing fast. Toronto Star 
journalists discuss what can or should be done by 
the city, province and Ottawa to deal with runaway 
costs that have meant owning or renting a decent 
home is beyond the reach of many.

Tess Kalinowski is the Toronto Star’s real estate 
reporter. She previously steered the transportation 
and education beats

David Rider is the Toronto Star’s city hall bureau 
chief.

Maria Iqbal is a 905 Region-based reporter for 
the Star. Before joining the Star, she covered aging 
issues for The Hamilton Spectator, where she won 
an Ontario Newspaper Award for Beat Reporting. 
She previously reported for The Globe and Mail, and 
served as editor-in-chief at the Review of Journalism 
and The Medium. She completed her master’s degree 
in journalism from Toronto Metropolitan University.

OUR HOUSING NIGHTMARE: WILL IT GET WORSE BEFORE IT GETS BETTER?2:30PM - 3:30PM

Tess Kalinowski David Rider

SUNDAY JUNE 12
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4:00PM – 5:00PM

Rehearsals for Living is a captivating and visionary 
work—part debate, part dialogue, part lively and 
detailed familial correspondence between two razor-
sharp writers. By articulating to each other Black 
and Indigenous perspectives on our unprecedented 
here and now, and reiterating the long-disavowed 
histories of slavery and colonization that have 
brought us to this moment, Maynard and Simpson 
create something new: an urgent demand for a 
different way forward, and a poetic call to dream up 
other ways of ordering earthly life. • Published by 
Knopf Canada

Robyn Maynard is a Toronto based author and 
scholar. She is the author of Policing Black Lives: 
State violence in Canada from slavery to the present 
(Fernwood 2017). The book is a  national bestseller 
and her expertise is regularly sought in local, national 
and international media outlets. She is currently a 
PhD candidate and Vanier scholar at the University 
of Toronto where she is the recipient of the SSHRC 
Talent Award.

REHEARSALS FOR LIVING

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.

SUNDAY JUNE 12

Robyn Maynard Rehearsals for Living
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SATURDAY JUNE 11

12:00PM – 1:00PM FABULA, MYTHOS, AND MODERN STORYTELLING

What do our stories say about us? 21st century 
Medieval poetry, stage-bound theatrics, and tales of 
the fantastic speak to the themes of old in new ways. 

1:30PM – 2:30PM THE EMBROIDERED BOOK

Kate Heartfield
The Embroidered Book – HarperVoyager

1768. Charlotte, daughter of the Habsburg Empress, 
arrives in Naples to marry a man she has never 
met. Her sister Antoine is sent to France, and in the 
mirrored corridors of Versailles they rename her 
Marie Antoinette. The sisters are alone, but they are 
not powerless. When they were only children, they 
discovered a book of spells – spells that work, with 
dark and unpredictable consequences.

3:00PM – 4:00PM EARTH UNDONE

Our home, our little blue speck in the vastness of 
space, is under threat. What changes are being 
wrought upon the surface in this Anthropocene age 
we find ourselves living? 

Amanda Leduc (moderator)
The Centaur’s Wife – HarperCollins Canada

Nicole Markotić
After Beowulf – Coach House Books

A. J. Vrana
The Echoed Realm – Parliament Press

Jeff Ho
Iphigenia and the Furies – Playwrights Canada Press

Christina Kilbourne
The Limitless Sky – Dundurn Press 

Christiane Vadnais
Fauna – Coach House Books

Katie Welch
Mad Honey – Wolsak & Wynn

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.
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ACROSS THE UNIVERSE 6:00PM – 7:00 PM HUMAN FUTURISM

Get a glimpse of the future—and the strange new 
denizens who live there—as we continue to hurtle 
through space and time together.

SUNDAY JUNE 12

10:00AM – 11:00AM WORTHY SACRIFICES

Humans are resilient, and most of us have the scars 
and wounds—old and fresh—to prove it. The places 
we come from, the creative work we do, and the 
simple act of living day to day can cause pain. But 
what makes the pain worth it? 

Lindsay B-e
The Cyborg Anthology – Brick Books

Ben Berman Ghan
What We See In The Smoke – Crowsnest Books

Nisa Malli
Allodynia – Palimpsest Press

Terese Mason Pierre (moderator) 

Nic Brewer
Suture – Book*hug Press

Sydney Hegele
The Pump – Invisible Publishing

Assiyah Jamilla Touré
Autowar – Brick Books

4:30PM – 5:30 PM NOT ENOUGH TIME

Surf the continuums of time and space, mortality, 
and artificial intelligence with these tales of alternate 
timestreams.

Jason Guriel (moderator) 
Forgotten Work – Biblioasis 

Terri Favro
The Sisters Sputnik – ECW Press

Victoria Hetherington
Autonomy – Dundurn Press

Robert McGill
A Suitable Companion for the End of Your Life – Coach 
House Books

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.
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ACROSS THE UNIVERSE

Sink your teeth into these epic fictional feasts with 
special guests sharing stories that blend food and 
fantasy. See website for more details.

For Ning, the only thing worse than losing her 
mother is knowing that it’s her own fault. She was 
the one who unknowingly brewed the poison tea 
that killed her—the poison tea that now threatens to 
also take her sister, Shu.

When Ning hears of a competition to find the 
kingdom’s greatest shennong-shi—masters of the 
ancient and magical art of tea-making—she travels 
to the imperial city to compete. The winner will 
receive a favor from the princess, which may be 
Ning’s only chance to save her sister’s life.

But between the backstabbing competitors, bloody 
court politics, and a mysterious (and handsome) boy 
with a shocking secret, Ning might actually be the 
one in more danger.

Alastair, Pete, Charlie, and Rachel aren’t just magical 
teen detectives in their coastal town of Port Howl—
they are also members of a local teen rock band. 
Before a show one night, Charlie and Rachel meet 
a famous rockstar, Gideon, and invite him to their 
show. He’ll never come, but why not try, right?

Nathan Page & Drew Shannon
Montague Twins: The Devil’s Music – Knopf Books for 
Young Readers

Judy I. Lin
A Magic Steeped in Poison  – Feiwel & Friends

FEAST ON FANTASY

11:30AM – 12:30PM MAGIC IN OUR BLOOD

Mistaken identities, hidden identities – our 
individuality is powerful magic, and to save the day 
these heroines will have to confront who they are 
and believe in themselves. 

1:00PM – 2:00PM MONTAGUE TWINS: THE DEVIL’S MUSIC

2:30PM – 3:30PM A MAGIC STEEPED IN POISON

4:00PM – 5:00PM

Sasha & Sarena Nuana
Sisters of the Snake – HarperCollins

Deborah Falaye
Blood Scion – HarperCollins

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.
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Deborah Falaye will appear at WOTS Sunday June 
12 at 11:30am, with a signing to follow. 

We asked Deborah a few questions about her debut 
YA fantasy-adventure Blood Scion:

WOTS: Blood Scion takes inspiration from Yoruba-
Nigerian mythology – which stories were major 
influences?

DF: The mythology surrounding the Orisha pantheon 
was definitely a huge influence in writing Blood 
Scion. I grew up hearing stories about the Orisha 
gods and goddesses, and there’s so much spirituality 
and traditions rooted in those stories that I’ve always 
been fascinated with. Another very important 
element was the creation myth, and this is a story 
about how the Supreme Creator sent one of his 
Orishas down to earth, and the Yoruba Kingdoms 
were formed. Getting to add those cultural details 
into Blood Scion was a huge highlight for me because 
these were stories and legends I absolutely loved as 
a kid. 

WOTS: What was the spark that set this story in 
motion for you? Did it start with your characters, or 
the world they inhabit?

DF: Blood Scion began as a celebration of my Yoruba 
culture, and I think that really helped inform my 
main character’s journey and the world of the story. 
From the beginning, I knew that I wanted to write a 
story about a young girl descended from the Orisha 
gods who was grappling with the loss of her culture 
and identity, but I also knew exactly what the world 
would look like, and how my characters would 
navigate this world. So I will say that the story started 
with both my character and the world.

WOTS: How excited would your teen-self be about 
your first YA novel?

DF: Honestly, I think my teen-self would be a little 
overwhelmed to see Blood Scion out in the world. 
This is exactly the type of book I craved as a teenager, 
and still do even as an adult. So knowing that Blood 
Scion is my first YA novel and there are readers out 
there who are reading and loving it . . . yes, this is 
definitely the most surreal experience ever.

DEBUT AUTHOR SPOTLIGHT – DEBORAH FALAYE, BLOOD SCIONACROSS THE UNIVERSE

Deborah Falaye Blood Scion
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GREAT BOOKS

SATURDAY JUNE 11

12:00PM – 1:00PM IN THEIR OWN WORDS – YA FEATURE

When you’re figuring out who you are, outside voices 
are not always helpful. In these books, teens tell their 
own stories.

1:30PM – 2:30PM LOVE IN THE AIR

Flirtations, breakups, and arranged marriages – these 
characters are no stranger to love and love lost. 

3:00PM – 4:00PM SHORT REFLECTIONS

In these collections, writers reflect on the 
contemporary human condition and the intimacies 
of knowing ourselves and each other.

Kim Fu (appearing virtually)
Lesser Known Monsters of the 21st Century – Coach 
House Books

Helen Chau Bradley
Personal Attention Roleplay – Metonymy Press

Chelsea Vowell (appearing virtually)
Buffalo is the New Buffalo -- Arsenal Pulp Press

Bev Katz Rosenbaum (moderator)
I’m Good and Other Lies – Cormorant Books 

Alexandra Mae Jones
The Queen of Junk Island  – Annick Press

Candas Jane Dorsey
The Story of My Life Ongoing, by CS Cobb – Inanna 
Publications

Méira Cook (appearing virtually)
The Full Catastrophe – House of Anansi 

Uzma Jalaluddin (moderator)
Hana Khan Carries On – HarperCollins Canada

Sonya Singh
Sari, Not Sari – Simon & Schuster Canada

Farah Heron
Kamila Knows Best – Hachette Book Group

H.N. Khan
Wrong Side of the Court – Penguin Teen

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.
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GREAT BOOKS

6:00PM – 7:00PM

SUNDAY JUNE 12

10:00AM – 11:00AM POETICS OF NORTH AMERICA

This continent has a long and storied history, 
and the poems here tell a selection of these tales 
reinterpreted for the 21st century poetry reader.

Madhur Anand
Parasitic Oscillations – McClelland & Stewart

D.A. Lockhart
Go Down Odawa Way – Kegedonce Press

Michael Fraser
The Day-Breakers – Biblioasis

RIPPLE EFFECT

In these inevitable tales, questions of human 
morality are challenged by the choices and 
circumstances that ripple beyond a moment to 
change a life.

Rachel McMillan (moderator) 

Amita Parikh
The Circus Train – HarperCollins Canada

Anne Lazurko
What Is Written on the Tongue – ECW Press

Genevieve Graham (appearing virtually)
Bluebird – Simon & Schuster

4:30PM – 5:30PM JAMEELA GREEN RUINS EVERYTHING

Jameela Green has only one wish. To see her 
memoir on The New York Times bestseller list. When 
her dream doesn’t come true, she seeks spiritual 
guidance at her local mosque. New imam and recent 
immigrant Ibrahim Sultan is appalled by Jameela’s 
shallowness, but agrees to assist her on one 
condition: that she perform a good deed. A hilarious 
black comedy about the price of success, and a biting 
look at what has gone wrong with American foreign 
policy in the Middle East.

Zarqa Nawaz (appearing virtually)
Jameela Green Ruins Everything – Simon & Schuster 
Canada

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.
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GREAT BOOKS

Lee Maracle’s stories are bold, honest, and gentle 
where it counts. Lee has given generations of writers 
inspiration, and readers a truly incredible oeuvre. We 
are joined by a few of these writers and readers who 
have called Lee Maracle a mentor, and a friend. 

Cody Caetano
Half-Bads in White Regalia  – Hamish Hamilton

Shannon Webb-Campbell (appearing virtually)
I Am A Body of Land – Book*hug Press

Drew Hayden Taylor
Me, Tomorrow – Douglas & McIntyre

UNDER PRESSURE

Lives hang in the balance of these thrillers, sending 
readers on a perilous journey that asks: What would 
you do in their shoes?

See website for more details.

Sandra SG Wong
In The Dark We Forget – HarperCollins

Elisabeth de Mariaffi
The Retreat – HarperCollins

Marissa Stapley
Lucky – Simon & Schuster

11:30AM – 12:30PM THE HUNTER AND THE OLD WOMAN

Pamela Korgemagi
The Hunter and the Old Woman – House of Anansi

The intertwined story of a cougar and a man 
that portrays the strength, vulnerability, and 
consciousness of two top predators. Not since Life 
of Pi have we encountered such transcendence or 
walked so fully in the footsteps of a big cat.

1:00PM – 2:00PM

2:30PM – 3:30PM FIRST NATION COMMUNITIES READ AWARDS 

Join us for the announcement of the 2022/23 FNCR 
Award winners! Featuring remarks and readings by 
the winning authors. 

Through title selections, other recommendations, 
and creators’ tours, in First Nation communities and 
beyond, First Nation Communities Read encourages 
family literacy, intergenerational storytelling, and 
intergenerational information sharing. 

4:00PM – 5:00PM STORMING THE STAGE – LEE MARACLE’S LEGACY 

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.
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FEATURE PANEL: STORMING THE STAGE – LEE MARACLE’S LEGACY 
SUNDAY, JUNE 12 AT 4PMGREAT BOOKS

“I’ll never forget my time on the porch in Toronto 
with Lee Maracle. We spent an afternoon sharing a 
thermos of coffee and berries revising my poems, 
line by line, word by word. Lee helped clarify 
my intentions as a poet and guided me in the 
revisioning of I Am a Body of Land. 
 
My mentorship with Lee changed me as a writer, 
thinker, and human being. We read together at 
bookstores, classrooms, bars, and literary festivals 
across Turtle Island. She pushed me to become a 
better literary citizen. I carry her teachings with 
me in my work as a writer, teacher and editor. I still 
hear her guidance and deep belly laugh. I miss her 
tough love, incredible intellect, and zest for life and 
literature.”

—Shannon Webb-Campbell, member of Qalipu 
Mi’kmaq First Nation, and author of I
Am a Body of Land and Lunar Tides

Lee Maracle was the author of a number of critically 
acclaimed works, including Ravensong; Bobbi Lee, 
Indian Rebel; Daughters Are Forever; Celia’s Song; I 
Am Woman; First Wives Club; Talking to the Diaspora, 
Memory Serves: Oratories; and My Conversations with 
Canadians, which was a finalist for the 2018 Toronto 
Book Award and the First Nation Communities READ 
2018–19 Award. Hope Matters, a poetry collection 
co-authored with her daughters Columpa Bobb 
and Tania Carter, was published in 2019. Maracle 
was also the co-editor of My Home as I Remember 
and served as Distinguished Visiting Scholar at the 
University of Toronto, the University of Waterloo, 
and the University of Western Washington. Maracle 
received the J.T. Stewart Award, the Premier’s Award 
for Excellence in the Arts, the Blue Metropolis 
Festival First Peoples Prize, the Harbourfront Festival 
Prize, and the Anne Green Award. Maracle received 
an Honorary Doctor of Letters from St. Thomas 
University, was a recipient of the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Medal, and was an Officer of the Order of 
Canada. In July 2019, she was announced as a finalist 
of the prestigious Neustadt Prize, popularly known as 
the American Nobel. A member of the Sto:lo Nation, 
Maracle passed away on November 11, 2021, in 
Surrey, British Columbia. She was 71.

Lee Maracle
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VIBRANT VOICES

SATURDAY JUNE 11

12:00PM – 1:00PM DIASPORA DIALOGUES – DEBUT FICTION

Join Diaspora Dialogues as we celebrate three 
stunning debut novels by alumni of our mentoring 
programs. In partnership with Word On The Street 
Toronto.

1:30PM – 2:30PM PERSONAL UPHEAVAL

3:00PM – 4:00PM BEST YOUNG WOMAN JOB BOOK

Emma Healey
Best Young Woman Job Book – Random House 
Canada

Emma Healey just wants to be a writer, but that’s 
more a journey than a job, and the journey isn’t free. 
Through the stories of several very odd jobs, each 
related to—but also achingly far from—the job 
she really wants, poet and essayist Emma creates a 
unique snapshot of the gig economy that is also a 
timeless meditation on identity, value, and language.

For a writer trying to pay the bills, life can be a work 
in progress.

Short fiction poses questions of identity and 
belonging allowing us to live other lives, as though 
remembering a dream.

Katie Zdybel
Equipoise – Exile Editions

Alex Pugsly
Shimmer – Biblioasis

4:30PM – 5:30PM 2022 TRILLIUM BOOK AWARD PANEL

Join us for a special conversation with shortlisted 
fiction writers for the 2022 Trillium Award. In 
partnership with Ontario Creates. 

Aparita Bhandari (moderator) 

Dawn Promislow
Wan – Freehand Books

Sheila Murray
Finding Edward – Cormorant

Reema Patel
Such Big Dreams – Penguin Random House Canada

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.
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VIBRANT VOICES

6:00PM – 7:00PM THE STORY FROM HERE

Migrations, diasporas, we sometimes move away 
from where our people began which changes the 
stories we tell about ourselves. What does it mean to 
still be at home? Migration & diaspora, being away 
from where your people began, vs. still being there?

SUNDAY JUNE 12

10:00AM – 11:00AM DIASPORA DIALOGUES – CHILDREN’S PUBLISHING

Join Diaspora Dialogues as we explore the 
importance and value of diverse children’s literature, 
and the opportunity and viability of #Kidlit as a 
creative pursuit for writers. In partnership with Word 
On The Street Toronto.

Panel details on festival website. 

11:30AM – 12:30PM ANTHOLOGY SPOTLIGHT

1:00PM – 2:00PM YOU STILL LOOK THE SAME

Farzana Doctor
You Still Look The Same – Freehand Books

This debut poetry collection from acclaimed novelist 
Farzana Doctor is both an intimate deep dive and a 
humorous glance at the tumultuous decade of her 
forties. Through crisp and vivid language, Doctor 
explores mid-life breakups and dating, female 
genital cutting, imprints of racism and misogyny, 
and the oddness of sex and love, and urges us to 
take a second look at the ways in which human 
relationships are never what we expect them to be.

Derek Mascarenhas (moderator) 

Salma Hussain
The Secret Diary of Mona Hasan  – Penguin Random 
House Canada

Catherine Hernandez
Where Do Your Feelings Live  – Penguin Random 
House Canada

Nadia L. Hohn
Malaika’s Surprise – Groundwood Books

Dan K. Woo
Taobao – Wolsak & Wynn

Martha Bátiz
No Stars in the Sky – House of Anansi

Kathy Friedman
All The Shining People – House of Anansi

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.



49
VIBRANT VOICES

2:30PM – 3:30PM CELEBRATING THE TRILLIUM BOOK AWARD FOR POETRY 2022

Join us for a special conversation with shortlisted 
poetry writers for the 2022 Trillium Award. In 
partnership with Ontario Creates. 

4:00PM – 5:00PM LIFE’S POETIC TURNS

The intersections, reinventions, and growing pains 
we so often experience in life won’t keep these poets 
down.

Natalie Wee
Beast at Every Threshold – Arsenal Pulp Press

Shani Mootoo
Cane | Fire – Book*hug Press

Andrew Faulkner
Heady Bloom – Coach House Books

Signings to follow all events, at our Official Bookseller table adjacent to the stage.
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VIBRANT VOICES

BOUNDARIES

yours are tensor bandages 
stretchy yet firm 
holding you in 
keeping tendons warm 
injuries protected

mine are band-aids 
from back of drawer 
never the right size 
adhesive dried up 
they slip off  
at awkward moments

I wish sometimes 
especially when 
—or perhaps before— 
I skinned a knee 
sprained an ankle 
I had your first-aid kit

From You Still Look the Same by Farzana 
Doctor. © 2022 Farzana Doctor. Reprinted with 
permission of Freehand Books.

IN DEFENCE OF MY ROOMMATE’S DOG

humping her stuffed bear all day, even when guests  
 laugh & turn their eyes 
to a ceiling that will never demand the ugliest lie   
 they’ve practised in the name 
of survival. A decade ago, I watched my classmate   
 open a doorway beneath the desk 
because she wanted escape & thought to summon   
 one with desolate, shaking fingers. 
I don’t know if I’m real when I’m not being touched:   
 the loneliest prayer 
of any small god. Humiliate translated: 丢脸, to lose   
 face. Once, I lost myself 
& found an instrument of forgetting, let someone’s   
 lover fashion from the ocean 
of my solitude a shoreline for their sins to wash up   
 on. Yes, I was an animal 
crafting fables in the language of my body’s flood. It’s  
 amazing what a little death 
earns you. We imagine a funeral each time we peel   
 back fresh need: wait for me, 
it’s cold, I’m scared. Maybe the trade-off for   
 resurrection is shame vast enough to kill 
us & that becomes another execution to tongue our  
 way out of. Look. Here are primal 
& ungainly ways we tether ourselves to the earth.   
 Here is this dog fucking something 
she imagines loves her, tiny heart thundering   
 towards some vast & unknowable 
glory, in the name of not vanishing just a little longer.

“In Defence of my Roommate’s Dog” from the book 
Beast at Every Threshold by Natalie Wee, published by 
Arsenal Pulp Press (2022). Excerpted with permission 
from the publisher.

Farzana Doctor, You Still Look The Same – Freehand 
Books | Sunday June 12, 1pm

Natalie Wee, Beast at Every Threshold – Arsenal Pulp 
Press | Sunday June 12, 4pm
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ReadRead  
                NorthNorththethe

SERIES FINALE JUNE 6

SEPTEMBER 25 POP-UP
EVERGREEN BRICK WORKS

CELEBRATE READING ALL YEAR LONG!

The Word On The Street is championing reading and writing year-round with
virtual programming and community pop-up events! Watch The City Imagines
series on our YouTube channel and get excited for our new WOTS Pop-Up at
Evergreen Brick Works on Sunday September 25 with readings and panels, an

exhibitor marketplace, kids' activities, nature walks & more!
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1.800.461.3333  
NOW ON STAGE  |  CAA ED MIRVISH THEATRE, TORONTO

SAVE WITH GROUPS OF 15 OR MORE — Ask about our teachers resources for your student group

Read The Original
Playscript

Behind the Scenes of the Award-Winning 
Stage Production

scholastic.ca

“Ravishingly Entertaining.”
THE NEW YORK TIMES

BUY IT
TODAY AT
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